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The 2009 Back to School Fun-Fair Information Sheet 
 

1. What is the Back to School Fun Fair? 
a. The Back to School Fun Fair is a and D.C. Public Schools community 

event offering fun, food and amusements for over 2000 children and 
parents of the Capitol Hill Cluster School (CHCS). 

b. The goal of the fun fair is to create an opportunity to raise awareness about 
efforts to improve public education in the neighborhood, as well as 
provide an environment for groups to engage parents and motivate them to 
take a more active role in building stronger futures for their children.  

 
2. When is the Back to School Fun Fair? 

a. The fun fair will be held on the campus of Watkins Elementary School 
(420 12th St., SE) on the afternoon of Friday, September 25th, 2009, 
beginning after school and end at sundown – approximately 3:30 to 7:30 
pm.   

 
3. Where will the proceeds go? 

a. Proceeds from the event will go to the Arts Integration which strengthens 
and promotes the arts and humanities as basic and integral to a high-
quality education for all Cluster students.  

b. Businesses in the local community and the greater metropolitan DC area 
have been contacted for sponsorship opportunities (e.g., monetary or in-
kind donations). Businesses can sponsor an attraction and/or amusement. 
All sponsors will be mentioned on signage at the event. High-level 
sponsors will also receive other promotional consideration.  

 
4. What are some of the attractions? 

a. The fun fair will offer a variety of food and fun activities for the children 
of the CHCS.  For example, there will be two moonbounces, one for 
children ages 1-5 and another for children 5 and up.  Other amusements 
include an obstacle course, dunk tank and pony rides.  Each amusement 
comes with operation, insurance and an attendant. 

b. Tables will be set up for the book exchange, School Libraries Project, 
PTA, and other volunteer organizations who wish to share information – 
such as the Child Protection Identification Program (CHIP) which 
provides parents and guardians the means to quickly get vital information 
to emergency responders. We invite all community groups and 
organizations who have appropriate materials to participate.  
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c. The Shrine Clowns will be on hand to bring laughter, smiles and 
happiness to the young and the old. 

d. Starting at 6 pm, the DC Pop Warner Football League will play an 
exhibition game on Watkins Elementary multi-purpose field. 

 
5. Will there be any cost for food and drinks? 

a. Entrance to the Fun-Fair will be a requested donation of $10 per family.  
Upon registration, each CHCS student receives an armband (or stamp on 
the hand) to acquire the food and drink.  We will offer hot dogs, juice, 
water and soda and a variety of snacks.   

 
6. Who is involved in coordinating and / or sponsoring the event? 

a. The CHCS Parent Teacher Association are sponsoring the event, which is 
being organized and run by a group of CHCS parents who also are 
members of the Naval Lodge No. 4 F.A.A.M.  Other local chapters of DC 
Freemasons are supporting this event including Naval Lodge No. 4, 
Washington Daylight No. 14 and Lafayette Dupont No. 19. The Scottish 
Rite is also a major supporter.  

 
7. What is the significance of the Freemasons being involved with the Back to 

School Fun-Fair? 
a. Naval Lodge, one of the District’s oldest and most respected Masonic 

bodies, has embarked on a new chapter in the long history of philanthropy 
and is adopting the three schools (Watkins Elementary, Peabody 
Elementary and Stuart Hobson Junior High School) in our Capitol Hill 
neighborhood. 

b. DC Freemasons recognize the need to improve the public schools in our 
city and have experience hosting similar events, such as the annual July 4 
cookout in the Palisades.  As part of adopting the CHCS, Naval Lodge No. 
4 will actively collaborate with the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) as 
well as other masonic lodges within the District of Columbia to help our 
community where it needs it most 


